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Social Emotional Learning (SEL) is an essential part of Whole Child Education.  It is also an essential part of 

what we do as a health, safety, and drug education non-profit organization. Research shows that when 

young people develop the 5 SEL competencies (self-awareness, social awareness, self-management,       

relationship skills, and decision-making skills), they are not only better prepared for success in school and 

life, but drug use is also significantly lower.  

In March 2021, the State of Michigan Department of Education (MDE) launched an SEL campaign to help 

districts across the state support students as they navigate the many difficulties experienced during the 

pandemic. This ‘Children Matter. You Matter. Learn SEL!’ campaign is part of the state’s strategic            

education plan to support the health, safety, and wellness of students in Michigan.  

While it is great news that MDE is doing this work, we believe ALL stakeholders who work with children 

should be involved, an opinion shared by the premier organization for SEL, the Collaborative for Academic, 

Social and Emotional Learning (CASEL). 

“We believe it is most beneficial to integrate SEL throughout the school’s academic curricula and culture, 
across the broader contexts of schoolwide practices and policies, and through ongoing collaboration with 
families and community organizations. These coordinated efforts should foster youth voice, agency, and 
engagement; establish supportive classroom and school climates and approaches to discipline; enhance 
adult SEL competence; and establish authentic family and community partnerships”.    

    
              www.casel.org/what-is-sel 
 

Since 1982, Student Leadership Services (SLS) has worked as an authentic partner with student groups across Michigan as they lead health, safety and drug    

education programs in their schools and communities. Student voice, empowerment and SEL is a core component of this work, and we have witnessed the       

unmistakable positive impact  SLS programming has had thousands of students. We believe that students can be equal partners in SEL programming. They want 

and need to help and have the ability to reach their peers in a way that adults can’t. See the chart below for the 5 SEL competencies and examples of how SLS 

help students build these skills.   

 
 

If SEL and whole child education are an important part of your school or district programming we would love to talk with you about how we can be an authentic 

partner, and how the work we do empowers students to live healthier lives and create positive change in their school.  

 

   Sincerely, 

    Pam, Dawn & Mindy 

         Student Leadership Services  

SEL Competency CASEL Definition (www.casel.org) How SLS builds these skills in our prevention programming (with results 
validated by our Comparison Study led by Wayne State University) 

Self-awareness The abilities to understand one’s own 
emotions, thoughts, and values and how 
they influence behavior across contexts. 

We help students identify their strengths, then encourage them to figure out 

how to use them to contribute to their group and school. As a result, SLS   

students are more comfortable using leadership skills in school. 

Social awareness The abilities to understand the                
perspectives of and empathize with      
others, including those from diverse     
backgrounds, cultures, & contexts. 

Inclusiveness is a cornerstone of SLS. We listen to and trust students. We ask 

students to identify issues of concern for them and their friends. Then we 

work with the group to decide what strategies they want to use to create 

change in their school. This looks different at every school we work with, as it 

should. As a result, SLS students are more involved in community service. 

Self-management The abilities to manage one’s emotions, 
thoughts, and behaviors effectively in 
different situations and to achieve goals 
and aspirations. 

Through both adult and student-led workshops and school-based projects, 

student learn coping skills. Our workshop, How to Help a Hurting Friend, is 

particularly popular, and we were so proud of the projects about healthy  

relationships that students created in our #SLSTOGETHERWECAN leadership 

series in 2021. As a result, SLS students are less likely to be the bully and less 

likely to send inappropriate social media/texts. 

Relationship Skills The abilities to establish and maintain 
healthy and supportive relationships and 
to effectively navigate settings with      
diverse individuals and groups. 

SLS students learn to identify different types of peer pressure, model asser-
tive behavior, then learn and practice ways to say “no” and still keep their 
friends. As a result, SLS students are more confident to recognize and resist 
peer pressure and are more likely to have positive feelings about school. 

Responsible Decision-
making 

The abilities to make caring and              
constructive choices about personal     
behavior and social interactions across 
diverse situations. 

SLS teaches students about healthy behaviors, helps them understand the 
impact of unhealthy choices, and teaches them to make better decisions. As a 
result, SLS students are less likely to have used ATOD in the past 30 days and 
in their lifetime and are more likely to demonstrate safe driving behaviors. 

©2020 CASEL. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

https://www.facebook.com/SLSToday
https://www.youtube.com/user/SLSTodayMI
https://www.instagram.com/slstoday/
http://www.casel.org/what-is-sel
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Some of the changes you may notice: 
 

• We’ve included more examples of the great work students are 
doing across the state to create change in their schools.  

• You can view our event calendar and register for events. 
• You can learn about our services and trainings for educators,   

prevention professionals, students and parents. 
• You can contact us for personalized training. 
• Read our most current or archived newsletters and sign up for our 

mailing list. 
• Get information about our student-led programs and contact us 

to start a Chapter at your school. 
• Learn how the work we do is aligned with the goals of national 

and state health, safety and education organizations and          
evidence-based practices in youth development, prevention and 
education.  

Check out our redesigned website 

at www.slstoday.org! 

SLS provides a nationally recognized, student-led, whole 
child approach to prevention programming for students ages 11-
19. Students Leading Students (SLS) for high school 
and Students Taking a New Direction (STAND) for middle school. 

Research shows that prevention programs with long-term            

investment and repeated exposure to ideas delivered in different 

settings over time have better results than single awareness-raising 

sessions. We believe active and engaged students, when           

challenged to lead, become role models for their peers. As a result, 

they develop the self-efficacy needed to live healthy, productive 

lives. Our model provides an inclusive, safe, environment that    

promotes autonomy and develops confidence in their ability to lead 

change. With adult support, the school chapter meets regularly to 

plan and lead culturally sensitive, evidence-based activities to      

address specific prevention needs in their schools. This promotes 

positive youth development and helps prevent alcohol, tobacco and 

other drug (ATOD) use. Student Leadership Services brings       

intention to practice with the SLS Four Pillars of Prevention. 

The SLS Four Pillars  

of Prevention 

To learn more about SLS trainings or how to start a Chapter at 

your school, call 248-706-0757 or email our Program Director, 

Dawn Flood at dmf@slstoday.org.  

http://www.slstoday.org
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/wscc/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/wscc/index.htm
https://slstoday.net/educators-prevention-professionals/


SLSTOGETHERWECAN Project Winners 2021 

#SLSTOGETHERWECAN was a student-led, prevention-based, leadership series that took place during the 2020-2021 school year. Students from schools across Michigan 

joined us virtually to learn about health and safety topics from their peers. Then they identified a need in their school based on one of the topics and created a project to 

address that need. Several participants were active members of our SLS and STAND student-led groups.  Our winners are shown below. More details about our winners and 

information about our next series beginning in October 2021 can be found  on our website.  

Engage youth  

with the purpose  

to SAVE LIVES!  

 

 

 

Introducing our 36th Student Advisory Board! 

Mariam 

Clarenceville High-Livonia 

Isabelle 

Valley Lutheran-Saginaw 

Gia 

Taylor High School 

Alexandria 

Carrollton High-Saginaw 

Loretta 

Taylor High School 

What a great idea Taylor High School SLS! In late May, this Chapter sponsored a 
drive in movie night for their seniors. They showed "The Breakfast Club" in their 

student parking lot.  The City of Taylor donated the big outdoor screen & speakers. 
Dairy Queen Chill & Grill (which had just opened in Taylor) paid for the movie. The 
SLS chapter also sold concession style snacks: popcorn, candy, beverages for the 

students attending. It was a beautiful night, and the students had a blast. It was so 
great they said they are definitely going to do it again!   

Taylor High School Drive-In Movie Night for Seniors hosted by THS SLS 

SLS is grateful to Voss-Taylor Steel for their support of the Student Advisory Board Members from Taylor High School 



National Awards 
SLS is the only Michigan-developed, student- 

led program with national validation. 

Thank you to our partners! 

JCT Foundation 
PETITPREN 

You too can help SLS by selecting us as 

your charity on AmazonSmile’s non-profit 

program. AmazonSmile donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to  

support the work we do, visit smile.amazon.com and select us as your 

charity. The donation will be made at no extra cost. 

A big thanks to the SLS Golf Committee 

for making the first ever SLS golf outing happen!  

Toni Lauretano, SLS Alumna, Board of Director Member 

Tricia DeVries, SLS Alumna 

Sue White, SLS Volunteer  

 

As a non-profit organization, we greatly appreciate our volunteers 

and their commitment to our mission. 

Register via our website at: www. slstoday.org 

 

Thomas P. Bingman Memorial 

Voss Taylor Steel 

Sign Fabricators 

Brad Simmons 

Dianne Bostic Robinson 

Ward Bartlett 

Michelle Turner 

Zane and Sandra Hatahet 

Laura and Christian Dodd 

Larry Rotta 

Nikki and Allan Motes 

Jim Voss 

Pamela Voss-Page 

 

 

SLS Board of Directors  

Brad Simmons, President 

Ward Bartlett, Vice President 

Dianne Bostic Robinson, Strategic Planning Chair 

Zane Sami Hatahet, Media Spokesperson 

Tammy Wilson, Technology Chair 

Garrett Zimmerman, Web Manager 

Toni Lauretano, Fund Development Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

SLS Staff 

Pamela Voss-Page, M.ED, Executive & Research Director 

Dawn Flood, MSW, Program Director/Master Trainer 

Mindy Willis, M.ED, Curriculum & Communications 

Benjamin Goss, Intern, Mt. Vernon Nazarene University 

Jillian Davis, Life Skills Intern, Marian High School 

Volunteer Alumni Throughout the World! 


