
Ode to My Little Self: 
By: Freeland High School 

Ode to the times where false realities ruled my life. 
Ode to my poor decisions based on others around me. 
Ode to standards parents held me to. 
Ode to my friends who I thought cared. 
Ode to my little self who was never satisfied with me. 
Ode to the times I put behind me. 
Ode to all those struggles I cared about. 
Ode to realizing what truly mattered. 
Ode to resisting those pressures I faced. 
Ode to the decisions I stuck to. 
After all the support, 
After all the love, 
After all the changes, 
After all the pressure, 
After all the stress, 
I broke free, 
I found me, 
For all to see,  
Ode to little me. 
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Attention!! 
Please share this 
newsletter with 
student leaders 

within your 
school!  

Thank you! 

Students Leading Students, a program of Student Leadership Services, Inc. (SLS), is an assets-based school and community-based program implemented throughout 
Michigan. SLS aims to increase skills that protect students from anxiety, stress and self-defeating behaviors. SLS trains students in skills that decrease alcohol, 
tobacco and other drug use (ATOD) among middle and high-school students. SLS strategies empower and equip youth leaders with knowledge, life skills, and 

resources to design and implement youth development, mental health, and drug prevention programming. SLS supports local chapters by training adult advisors, 
training student chapter members/leaders, hosting student-led conferences, providing materials that correlate activities with research, providing grants, and 

disseminating evidence-based research and strategies about preventing teen ATOD use and other self-destructive pressures through participatory experiences for 
youth. 

 

Award Winners: 
 

Advisor of the Year:  
Sandra Parker, Pinckney HS 

Student of the Year:  
Lacey Mann, Atherton HS 

Volunteer of the Year:  
Edelyn Westwood 

Most Improved Chapter: 
Clarenceville HS 

Chapter of the year:  
Hudson Jr/Sr High School 

Unsung Hero:  
Susan White 

 
Congratulations everyone! 

Catch a glimpse of 
conference in 
action in the 

Conference #36 
video at 

www.SLStoday.org. 

www.SLStoday.org 

https://slstoday.net/2023-golf-outing/
http://www.slstoday.org/
www.SLStoday.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SLS is the only Michigan 
developed, student-led program 

with proven outcomes and 
national validation since 1982. 

Alert!! 
Please sign up with our Google 

Classroom. Contact 
dmf@SLStoday.org to sign up. 

Wisconsin Teacher Empowering Youth to Lead Training 

Wisconsin Student Leadership Training 

mailto:dmf@SLStoday.org


We give trainings and workshops 
year-round. Summer is a great time 

to have a chapter workshop or a 
training in your local community. If 
you are interested in scheduling a 

training or workshop for your 
organization, reach out to 

dmf@slstoday.org. Our training 
schedule can be found on our 

website as well at 
https://slstoday.net/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SLS Safe Driving Workshop 
with the Michigan Youth 
Opportunities Initiative. 

Above and Below: SLS Peer Resistance Skills Certified Trainers at Boys and 
Girls Club of Troy. 

Below: Walled Lake Northern and Central 
High School Leadership and Action Planning. 

Above: Shiawassee 
Prevention Network SLS 

Empowering Youth to 
Lead Training. 

SLS Peer Resistance 
Training for Boys 
and Girls Club Staff. 

Boys and 
Girls Club of 
Troy Team 

Building 
Workshop. 

Below: Taylor High 
School SLS Group Peer 

Pressure Training. 

mailto:dmf@slstoday.org
https://slstoday.net/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

988 is the new Suicide and 
Crisis Lifeline. It is now 

active! You can text and/or 
call to 988 and chat to 

988lifeline.org. 

SLS Staff 
Dawn Flood, Executive Director/ Master Trainer 

Pamela Voss-Page, Research Director 
Marcia Partin, Prevention Specialist 

Morgan Kauffman, Program and Communications Intern 
Allison McCauley, Newsletter Editor 

Volunteer Alumni throughout the world! 
Student Advisory Board Members 1986-2023 

 

Board of Directors 
Brad Simmons, President 

Ward Bartlett, Vice President 
Dianne Bostic Robinson, Strategic Planning 
Toni Lauretano, Fund Development Chair 
Zane Sami Hatahet, Media Spokesperson 

Griselda Mucollari, Google Ads 
Michael Talamonti, Networking 

Thank you! 
Stacey Anklam         Dan Peace        Jet Heat      Park Services 

Voss Steel        Performance Assembly          WSP Seniors 
Sign Fabricators        Sue White         Dean Petitpren 

Toni Lauretano, Alumna         Larry Rotta          Dawn Flood 
Tricia Devries, Alumna    Laura Dodd, Alumna   Brad Petitpren    

Robert Moore, Alumnus     Boys and Girls Club Troy 
Brad Simmons       David Simmons Trust        Pam Voss-Page 

Mortgage One- Team Lisa          Vickie Stocker, Parent 
Matt Stocker, Alumnus          Wolf-Chandler Agency 

Janice Nephew, Parent        Nikki and Allan Motes, Alumna 
United Way of Southeast Michigan        Jim Lalonde, Alumnus 
Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan        Jim Page 

Robert Beard Charitable Foundation          Mike Talamonti 
Rochelle Winstead     Deb Kowalczyk    Rocky Byington, Alum 

The National Institute 
of Mental Health 

(NIMH) has helpful 
resources. Follow SLS 
and NIMH on social 

media for more 
information. 

‘If I were in charge….’ 
Student Leadership Services Newsletter 

wants to know what you would do if you 
were in charge of this publication. To tell 

us, just send an email to 
dmf@slstoday.org. Tell us what you like 
and what you would like to see changed. 

For education, information, 
and inspiration, stay 
connected with SLS! 
www.SLStoday.org 
1150 Scott Lake Rd  

Waterford, MI 48328 
248-706-0757 

Petitpren 

JCT Foundation 
Below: What We Value Balloon Activity. 

Hudson Junior High School created 
these posters about discrimination. 

SLS offers a wide range of leadership workshops. 
Below are some photos from our recent diversity 

workshop at the Boys & Girls Club of Troy. 
#diversitymatters #slstoday #diversityrocks 

Below: Addiction posters made during 
SLS Prime for Life Program. 

mailto:dmf@slstoday.org
http://www.slstoday.org/
https://www.instagram.com/SLSTODAY/
https://www.youtube.com/SLStodayMI
https://www.facebook.com/SLSToday/
https://www.tiktok.com/@slstoday

